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Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to investigate and 
document the changes that kindergarten teachers have seen 
take place in kindergarten and to record kindergarten 
teachers' opinions of these changes. 
A pilot study was conducted to narrow down the changes 
that have taken place in kindergarten. Three kindergarten 
teachers with various years of teaching kindergarten were 
used. Ten common threads of commentary were chosen and 
used as the basis for the actual study. 
Seventeen kindergarten teachers with nine or more years 
of teaching experience in kindergarten were the subjects. 
All seventeen kindergarten teachers were personally 
interviewed by the same researcher in the Rochester, New 
York area. The kindergarten teachers were from urban, 
suburban and rural public school systems. 
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Chapter I 
Statement of the Problem 
The purpose of this study was to investigate 
and document the changes Kindergarten teachers 
have seen take place in Kindergarten and to record 
Kindergarten teachers' responses to these changes. 
1. What changes have veteran kindergarten 
teachers seen take place in Kindergarten 
since they began teaching Kindergarten? 
2. What are teachers' responses to the 
changes that have taken place In 
~~ i nderga.r hn? 
Need for the Study 
The American Heritage Dictionary (second 
edition) defines change as: "to give·a completely 
different form or appearance to; transform." 
Kindergarten has gone through such 
transformation. A kindergarten that was once 
established to be a "garden for children" has been 
altered considerably, Such as curriculum, 
background Knowledge, and length of the school 
1 
David Elkind echoes this change by stating: 
"Few would argue that what was once taught and 
expected to be learned in many Kindergartens is 
profoundly different from what it was two decades 
ago" (Egertson, 1987), 
Societal, economic, political and family 
changes have impacted the changes that have been 
observed in kindergarten. Many of the changes 
that have taken place in Kindergarten have become 
somewhat controversial and have been questioned by 
early childhood professionals, administrators, 
teachers and parents. There is a need to further 
investigate these changes. 
It is important to find out how experienced 
kindergarten teachers view these changes. Little 
research to date has investigated teachers~ 
responses to the changes that have taken place in 
Kindergarten. 
Definitions 
Veteran Kindergarten teachers: For this study 
veteran teachers are teachers that have been 
teaching kindergarten for nine years or more. 
2 
The purpose of the study was to document the 
changes veteran teachers have seen taKe place and 
their responses to these changes. Little;.· 
,, 
research to date has dealt with the issu~s of 
Kindergarten from a veteran Kindergarten teachers' 
point of view. Therefore ·the research here gives 
veteran teachers that opportunity. 
Chapter II 
Review of the Literature 
Purpose 
The purpose of this study was to investigate 
and document the changes Kindergarten teachers 
have seen take place in Kindergarten and to record 
Kindergarten teachers; responses to these changes. 
The questions to be answered were: 
1. What changes have veteran Kindergarten 
teachers seen taKe place in Kindergarten 
since they began teaching? 
2. What are teachers~ responses to the 
changes that have taKen place in 
Kindergarten? 
"Chi Id's garden," meaning Kindergarten, was 
the creation of Friedrich Froebel (1782-1852), a 
German philosopher and teacher (Zorn,1983). 
Froebel's premise back in 1837 was to establish an 
environment in which young minds could grow 
through structured games and activities 
(Zorn,1983). Froebel's curriculum was 
child-centered but structured. It is made up of 
manipulative objects, for example plastic and 
wooden balls, cylinders and cubes. By playing 
4 
1,,Ji th the·;e ,::ib._iects, chi ldr·en co1Jl,:i' e:,,:pl,::ire the 
various natural relationships which existed in the 
greater universe, and do so in a manner completely 
natural t,::i them. There were al·;.o c,::instru,:ti•v•e 
activities such as weaving, sewing, and paper 
folding. This gave children the opportunity to 
learn as well as express themselves artistically 
Froebel 's kindergarten teachers were to 
foster a loving, nurturing atmosphere for the 
children and to respond sensitively to the 
particular needs of each child. 
this task was given exclusively to men. On 1 >' 
after Froebe] was married did this restriction 
pass (Rudolph and Cohen,1984). 
In 1856 the first kindergarten in the United 
States was established in Watertown, Wisconsin by 
a Froebe] ian disciple, Margarethe Schurz. Schurz's 
influence spread. By 1870 there were over 400 
Kindergartens in 30 states operating in the united 
Sta.tes. In 1873 St. Louis became the first city 
in the nation to incorporate kindergarten in 
pub! i ,: edu,:.:1.t i c1n. These I< i nderg.:i.r·ten te.:i.cher··=· 
1., • .1er·e dir·ected b::,-· .anc,ther Fr,:,ebel i.:i.n di·sciple, 
Blow insisted that her trainees teach 
in the morning and study theory in the afternoon .... 
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Many Kindergarten teachers are asked to use 
commercial texts that present information and 
activities inappropriate for the age of the 
c.hildren in which they are targeted for 
(Moyer~Egertson and Isenberg,1987). Soderman 
(1984) states: 
What is being taught to Kindergarten 
children today is what was expected of 
the first grader 15 years ago. During 
the 1960's, in our fright that we were 
falling behind the Russians 
technologically, we made dramatic 
changes in our educational programs. 
The result in Kindergarten programs was 
an emphatic move away from socialization 
and process toward an identifiable 
product. That product was reading 
(p.12). 
Other skills that are taught are social 
studies, science and math. In many Kindergartens 
there is standardized testing that accompanies the 
academic programs. This type of testing has been 
cal led unreliable by some and has resulted in the 
serious problem of label lng children at an early 
age CPartridge,1987), 
O'Brien (1989) cited the International Reading 
Association with their concerns over the present 
day kindergarten: 
1. Many pre-first grade children are 
subjected to rigid, formal 
pre-reading programs with 
inappropriate expectations and 
experiences for their levels of 
development. 
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percent of America's children attended school 
before they reached Kindergarten age. In 1 9$' 1 
more than 45 percent of children aged three to 
five attend some form of educational program 
( C•.J tr· i gh t, 19$'1). Be tween 1978 and 1 '?85 the 
number of 1 icensed day care centers grew 234 
percent (O'Brien, 1989), Elkind (1987) writes, 
"Never before in U.S. history have so many infants 
and young children been enrolled for extended 
period·;; in re ,;11.J 1 a.r· out-of-home pr1:Jgr am·a. ( p. 8) • 
It is not uncommon to find pre-Kindergarten 
programs in which children spend prolonged periods 
of time sitting at tables trying to complete 
pencil paper tasks which would be inappropriate 
even for substantially older children (Egertson, 
1987) 11 In many cases parents look for such 
programs believing that it will give their chi Id a 
"leg-up" on their education. Dematteis (1980) 
states, "There is also pressure from principals 
and school boards that the earlier a child is 
taught, the better and sooner the chi Id will 
le.~.r·n. 11 (p. 1). 
Since a majority of children have had some 
type of pre-kindergarten experience prior to 
attending Kindergarten. Some argue, therefore, 
that kindergarten should get ready for more 
enhanced academic demands (Duncan, 1987). Many of 
the pa.·st ·~·::ial ·=-, respon·:.i bi lit i e·s, a.nd fun,:t ion·:- ,:if 
the Kindergarten have been assumed by 
pre-Kindergarten programs (PesKin, 1988). 
Duncan (1987) and others emphasize that today's 
children are different than thirty years ago. 
Children are exposed to a great deal more 
information and environments. The influence of 
t e l e 1..J i ·=· i on , t r .a •_i e l , c om p u t e r s an d i mp r· o t,1 em e rr t s i rr 
communications in general have contributed to the 
child's better understanding of the world. In 
spite of these major sociological and 
technological changes, developmental rates have 
not accelerated. Nor are children more 
in te 1 l i gent tha.n the:,' u·sed tc, be. Orr l :,-· the 
variety and intensity of early experiences have 
ch.an,;ied (Elkind, 1987). 
Webster (1984) writes, "This fact remains 
unchanged through the years: The- children are just 
five and still have the basic needs of their age 
group whether or not they have been in nursery 
school for three years and Know how to read" 
Several researchers such as Belsky 
(1986) indic.:i.te a. grm, . 1in,;i ,:,::incern th.:i.t childr·en 
who have been in group care since infancy are 
beginning to show insecurity in attachment 
~elationships and greater social maladjustment in 
the preschool and early school-age years. ·y·,:,u n 9 .... 
'I". 
,: h I l dr· en =· t i l l need ·:.up p ,::,r· t i , ..., e en'-.! i r· onme n t ·=· , r· i ,: h 
1n direct experiences that are meaningful to them. 
Not only have children's experiences 
changed over the past thirty years or so, the 
family structures themselves have also ,:hanged. 
According to the 1990 Census Bureau figures one in 
four· chi ldr·en l it)e , .... ii th .:i. ·:.ingle pa.r·ent 
(Kutner· , 1 '7''7' 1 ) . Back in 1960, that proportion was 
one in ten. Among minorities the numbers are even 
higher. Approximately 61 percent of black 
ch i l dr· en l i 'J e t'-.1 i th ·=- i n g l e p·a.r· en t '=·, a. s de, 33 
percent of Hispanic children. The federal 
government estimates that about 61 percent of the 
children born in 1987 will spend some time in a 
single parent home before they are 18 (Kutner, 
1 '7''7'1). 
All chi l dr·en cur·r·en t l >' l i 1,.1 i ng t,.J i th two 
parents have not always had it that way. In 1 '7'85 
(the lates.t figur·es ava.ilable), one in si~< c,f 
those children was in a step family. By the turn 
of the century those numbers are projected to be 
.3.bou t one in four· ( H:u tner, 1 '7'91). 
Ozzie and Harriet say? 
l,.Jh a. t ~,,1,::,u l d 
Our thinking about women has also changed. 
In the 1960/s it was common for women to be 
questioned about their maternal instincts if they 
put their children in some type of out-of-home 
J.J. 
program to go to work (O'Brien, 1989). 
1970 and 1980 the number of mothers who worked 
outside the home and had children under six 
increased 34 percent. By 1984 that number had 
increased to 48 percent (Rothenberg, 1984). 
Today, mostly out of economic necessity, 60 
percent of women who have children under six are 
in the labor force (Becker, 1991). 
With today's fast paced society, 
technological advances and a majority of both 
parents working who has time to read to their 
children? Jim Trelease (1989), author of The New 
Read-Aloud Handbook, thinks parents do. He 
wr· i te-=·: 
With the passing of the thirty hour work 
week, the American worker has never 
spent less time on the job or had more 
free time. The question is: How do we 
spend that time? Male and females spend 
an average of six hours a week shopping, 
and each averages thirty hours a week 
watching television. Contrast those 
figures with the 1986 study that found 
working mothers spending an average of 
only ele1.,1en minute-:. ,:,f qu.:i.l it}' (one-on 
-one) time with a child daily (thirty 
minutes on the weekends). Working 
fathers devoted even less - eight 
minutes daily and fourteen minutes on 
the weekends. Mothers at home hardly 
improved the scores, devoting only two 
minutes more each day. If there is a 
time shortage, guess who's getting the 
·:-h,:,r· t end < p. :<::< i i). 
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Chapter III 
Design of the Study 
Purpose 
The purpose of this study was to investigate 
and document the changes kindergarten teachers 
have seen taken place in Kindergarten and to 
record Kindergarten teachers responses to these 
changes. The questions to be answered were: 
1. What changes have veteran kindergarten 
teachers seen take place in kindergarten 
since they began teaching kindergarten? 
2. What are the teachers responses to these 
changes that have taken place in 
kindergarten? 
Methodology 
Pi lot Stud; 
A pi lot study was conducted using three 
teachers with various years teaching kindergarten 
(3,10,17). The teachers were from three different 
school districts in the Rochester, New York area. 
They were interviewed by the researcher and asked 
to report changes observed throughout their years 
as Kindergarten educators. The purpose for this 
was to put together common threads that could be 
used in the actual study. This method also 
allowed the researcher to narrow down the changes 
that have taken place in kindergarten. 
Teachers with various years experience in 
kindergarten were used in an effort to better 
represent the overal 1 population of kindergarten 
t e .3_,: her··=·. Also, these teachers may have viewed 
the changes in a different manner. 
Sub.iecta. 
Seventeen Kindergarten teachers were 
personally interviewed by the same researcher in 
the Rochester, New York area. Ki nder··~-3.r· ten 
te.3.chers fr,::im urb-3.n, ·;;uburb.an, .and rur.3.l public 
school systems were chosen. Al 1 had been teaching 
Kindergarten for nine years or longer. The 
average of those interviewed was 18.5 years. A 1 ·;;o 
fifty-nine percent of the teachers interviewed 
taught half day kindergarten programs while the 
remaining forty-one percent taught a whole day 
pr· ogr· ,3.m. 
Pr·o,:edur·e 
After the pilot study was conducted and the 
,:omment·;; from .3.l l three te.3.cher··=· re•.,• i e1., . .1ed, ,:h.ange·=· 
di·;;cu·a.·a.ed by all thr·ee tea.cher .. ;; 1.,.Jer·e identified t,:, 
create the common threads needed for the study. 
Ten of the common statements were then used as a 
. ... 
guide line for the interviewing of the seventeen 
veteran Kindergarten teachers. The i nter·•.,i ier..•.Js. 
were tape recorded with the teachers~ permission. 
Only one teacher refused to be tape recorded, and 
in this instance the teacher was script-taped. 
A l l t e .9. c h e r s 1.,, e r e a.·=· K e d t h o? ·: .. :i.m e i n i t i ·='- l q u e s t i on 
"What changes have you seen take place in 
Kindo?rgarten from the time you started teaching at 
thi·;; le•,iel until the present time?" If the 
teacher did not state one or more of the common 
threads it was posed to him/her in a question. 
The common threads were: 
1. Portions of what was formally taught in first 
and second grado? are now being taught in 
Ki nder·gar ten. 
2. Kindergarto?n has become more academic 
(pencil/paper) learning and less social 
l e-:i.r·n i n,;;i. 
3. Teachers are finding that they have to provide 
students with background experiences that in 
the past students had already encountered. 
(e.g. nursery rhymes) 
4. Nursery schools are teaching more academics 
( pen,: i l p.:1.per ,::,r· ·;;!-::ill·;;) .:1.nd g i ,.,, i n9 ,:hi l dr·en 
less social time. 
5. There is more integrating of subject areas 
(e.g. Social studies, math, reading and 
,,. .. ,r i t i n 9. ) 
6. Parents of today spend less time with their 
,:hi 1 dr·en. 
7. Children have less homestyle experiences (e.9. 
making cookies, going to the zoo.) 
8. Children of today are read to less frequently. 
.1.U 
.-1. 
9. Children of today are talked to less 
frequentl ;.··, 
10. Television has been a big influence on 
chi l dr· en. 
Da. ta. An ,3. l y·:;; i ·:;; 
The data was analyzed descriptively and 
appears in chapter IV. 
Summ-:1.rY 
A pilot study was conducted using three 
kindergarten teachers who had various years of 
exper· i en,:e teach i n9 k i nder·,;i.3.rten. All thr·ee 
t e a c h e r ·=· 'Ale r e f r om d i f f e r· e n t s c h ,:, ,:, l d i s t r· i c t '=· • 
From the pi lot study ten common threads were 
di ·:-,:O\,•er·ed. These common threads became the basis 
for the actual study and were posed as questions 
if the veteran teacher did not make mention of one 
,:,r m,:,re of them. Seventeen veteran kindergarten 
teachers were interviewed from urban, suburban, 
.:1.nd rur·.al putal ic -=-ch,:11:,l di·:-trict·;;., Th e d .3. t .3. 1.,., .3. ·:;; 
descriptively analyzed. 
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2. Seventy-six percent (76%) of the teachers 
interviewed agreed that kindergarten has 
become more academic (pencil/paper) learning 
and less social learning. The 24% of the 
teachers that disagreed with this statement 
stated that they saw other schools becoming 
more academic, tried the academic program for 
a year themselves, but decided that it was 
inappropriate for their kindergarten children. 
These teachers had the freedom to make this 
choice, where as other school districts did 
not give this type of freedom to its teachers. 
3. Sixty-five percent (65%) of the teachers 
interviewed agreed with the statement that 
teachers are finding they are having to 
provide their students with background 
experiences that in the past they have already 
encountered. For example students Knowledge 
of nursery rhymes. Thirty-five percent (35%) 
of the teachers that disagreed with this 
statement found no differe·nce in the 
background Knowledge that students have 
already encountered. 
4. Seventy-one percent (71%) ot teachers 
interviewed agreed that nursery schools are 
teaching more academic (pencil paper or 
skills) and giving children less social 
learning time. Twenty-nine percent (29%) of 
the teachers were unsure of the status of 
nursery schools and did not agree or disagree 
with the above statement. 
5. One-hundred percent (100%) of the teachers 
interviewed agreed that there is more 
integrating of subject areas. (e.g. Social 
studies, math, science, reading and writing.) 
6. One-hundred percent (100%) of the teachers 
agreed that parents spend less time with their 
chi 1 dr·en th.:i.n in the past. 
7. One-hundred percent (100%)of the teachers 
interviewed agreed that children have less 
homestyle experiences. (e.g. making cookies, 
cooking, going to the zoo etc.) 
8, One-hundred percent (100%) of the teachers 
agreed that children of today are read to less 
fr·equen.t_l./ .:i.t home. 
9. Ninty-four percent (94%) of the teachers 
interviewed agreed that children of toda::,,- are 
talked to less than in the past. Six percent 
(6%) of the teachers interviewed disagreed 
with the above statement. 
10. One-hundred percent (100%) of the teachers 
interviewed agreed that television has been a 
big influence on children. 
L.U 
·" 
.f. 
Teachers' Respose Table 
TEACHER:; 
1 .... L 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 ·· 12 13 14 15 16 17 
s 1 . A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
T .... L, A A A A A A A A A A A A D D D D A 
A 3. A A A A A A A D A A A D D D D D A 
T 4. A A A A A A u A A A A A u u u u A 
E 5. A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
M 6. A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
E 7. A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
N 8. A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
T 9. D A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
s 10. A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 
··i-
Agree 
- A 
Di ·:Sa gr· e e - D 
I Ir, ri"" r i .-led - u 
SUMMAF:Y 
Of the 17 teachers interviewed 100% agreed 
with common thread statements 1, 5, ,• -, 
·=- ' { ' :3, 1 0 . 
Seventy-six percent (76%) of the teachers agreed 
with statement 2. The 24% that disagreed with 
statement 2 were from the same rural school and 
were al lowed to choose their own curriculum to 
best meet the needs of their kindergarten classes. 
Sixty-five percent (65%) of the teachers disagreed 
with statement 3. The 35% that disagreed found no 
significant difference with this statement. 
Seventy-one percent (71%) agreed with statement 4, 
the remaining 29% were undecided. Ninety-four 
percent (94%) of the teachers interviewed agreed 
with statement 9, the remaining 6% disagreed. It 
appears that there is a significant amount of 
teachers that agree with the statements. 
. ... 
Ch.:i.p ter • ..) 
Conclusions and Implications 
Pu r p ,:i·::.e 
The purpose of this study was to investigate 
and document the changes kindergarten teachers 
have seen take place in kindergarten and to record 
kindergarten teachers' responses to these changes. 
The questions to be answered were: 
1. What changes have veteran kindergarten 
teachers seen take place in kindergarten 
since they began teaching? 
2. What are teachers' responces to the 
changes that have taken place in 
k i nder·g.:i.r· ten? 
C,:inc l u·::. ion·;. 
The results of this study confirm that 
changes have taken place in kindergarten. Thi-:. i·:-
the observations and responses that 
veteran kindergarten teachers have made to the 
changes that have taken place in Kindergarten. 
kindergarten teachers reacted to the first 
two common threads in much the same way. The 
common threads seemed to intertwine. 
Kindergarten teachers have seen an increase in 
,.\. 
academics and the flow of the curriculum has moved 
down upon them (except for one school which will 
be discussed later). These vetern teachers have 
h.::,.d little c,r· no contr·ol o• ... •e-r· these ch.:i.nge·=-· 
Changes have been imposed upon them by the State 1 
Fe-deral government and their own school system. 
The philosophy of school administrators was also a 
factor. Many teachers felt frustrated that more 
curriculum had been added but nothing taKen away. 
In these increased academic classrooms the-
curriculum is very structured by time and 
m.a t er· i .:i.. l ·=-. 
Commercial worKbooKs and worksheets were a 
common sighting, not that te-achers agreed with 
them. In contrast the child centered classroom 
where children learn through play was a much more 
desired method of teaching. This was the method 
that was the foundation for the f i r ·=- t 
Kindergartens. A phrase coined by a te-acher that 
reflects the more recent method is, "skill/em, 
drill 'em and kill'em." This same 25 year veteran 
kindergarten teacher once taught second grade and 
feels she is teaching some of that same 
,:urr· i cul um. 
Another group of teachers all with over 15 
years experience believed that workbooks tell 
whether or not the students understand the 
... 
mechanics of a worKbooK but not the content which 
the::,·· in tended t,:, te-:i.ch. Many teachers observed 
that the Kindergarten focus has changed from 
11 ]e.:1.r·ning thr·ough pl.:i.;,··" c,r· child center·ed to a. 
m,:,r·e "pen,: i 1 p.:i.per· 11 c,r· i en ted 1 e.:i.r·n i ng. A l '.;' ::,··e.:i.r· 
veteran summed it up this way, "The child has been 
forced to fit the curriculum rather than the 
cur·r·iculum fitting the child." 
The tea.ch er .. :- felt tha.t the .:1.c.:1.demi ,:·=· in 
Kindergarten has put a great deal of unneccesary 
stress on the children. To help alleviate some of 
this stress (and some of stress on the teachers) 
teachers are integrating their curriculum. l.,J i th 
the immersion of 11 Whole Language," Kindergarten 
teachers are finding it easier to integrate 
subject areas. This allows them the opportunity 
and strategies to cover the vast amount of 
curriculum that needs to be covered. A 
Kindergarten teacher stated that by doing this it 
takes away some of the stress of teaching, thus 
taking some of the stress away from the learner. 
"What Kindergarten was in the 1950's and 
1 '7'60 ··· ·=- i ·=· l-,Jh ·='· t nurser·>·· sch oo 1 ·=· ar· e 1 i ~~ e t ,:,da:,,·. 11 
This is how one kindergart~n teacher put it and it 
i·=- nc,t -:1.l l tha.t surprising 1 .. •,1hen cc,n·:-ider·ing the 
changes that have taken place in Kindergarten. 
the amount of academic learning in nursery and 
~ preschools. Teachers are also obierving an 
increase in the number of parents who are seeking 
such nursery and preschools. The::,·· fee 1 it m.:i.y 
gi• . .Je their· ,:hild ·='· better· edge on their· ·:,chool in9. 
Teachers for the most part disagree with this 
point. Children are not being given the chance to 
be childr·en. In many instances the academic 
oriented nursery and preschools are a version of 
Kindergarten. Teachers have noticed that an 
increasing number of students recall doing a 
"Kindergarten" project the year before. 
Background experiences and background 
Knowledge from past to present has also changed. 
Kinder9arten teachers that were interviewed blame 
these changes on the changing expectations of 
fa.mi 1 i es. a.n d s.oc i e ty. The s.e ch a.n ge s 1 ••• • .1e r· e obs.er· 1..Je d 
to be for the most part negative. As mentioned 
ear· 1 i er· in the r·es.ear·ch, ther·e ha.·:- been a.n 
i n,:re.:i.·:-e in h,.10 i n,:ome f.:i.m i 1 i e·=· .:i.nd s i n9l e pa.r·en t 
f.:i.m i 1 i e·=·. 
Mostly for economic reasons the traditional 
II Le ·='· ~-· e i t t c, 8 e a. 1v1 e r· " f am i 1 y· i s n O t t h e n Orm f Or 
today's world. Mom staying home with the Kids 
while dad brings home the bacon has all but 
disappeared. With this, so have some of the 
childhood experiences such as making cookies (from 
scratch of course). This simple task gives young 
~ children several skills: how to measure, rn1x1ng, 
speaking, sense of smell and taste. Kindergarten 
teachers mentioned that in our fast paced society 
chi 1 dr·en a.re not 9e t ti n,;;i the opp or· tun it::,·· tc, see 
morn or dad cook or prepare meals as did children 
in the pa.·;;t. Al th,::iu,;;ih th i ·=· rna.y ·:.eem tr iv i .:1. l it i ·:, 
not. Kindergarten teachers relate this to children 
not seeing their parents go th~ou9h the process of 
starting something and going through the steps to 
a finished product (dinner). 
Teachers are having to provide more and more 
students with prior knowled9e. It can no lon9er 
be taken for granted that all children come to 
school with knowledge of: nursery rhymes ,stories 
colors, numbers, that the sounds the letters in 
the alphabet encode, letter names or the letters 
that make up their names. 
The simple things are being overlooked. 
Instead of parents giving their children several 
different Kinds of experiences such as the zoo, 
museum, park, neighborhood get togethers, ball 
games etc .. there has been an increasing number of 
parents who have the tendencey to save up for a 
big e;q::,er· i ence 1 i ~'.e Di-=.ney t,.k,rl d or· .:1. theme p.:1.r~'., 
b,.Jt nc,t the 1 i ttle thing·;;, With these trips 
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Imp l i ,: .at i ,:rn ·=· for· the C l .3. ·::. s r· o om 
The nature of Kindergarten programs must 
change to meet the needs and capacities of the 
children. Children should be exposed to an 
activity/experience based environment so that 
their maximum potential can be met. The increased 
use of hands on, manipulative materials to promote 
inquiry and problem solving should be used. 
Programs should be more of an outward extension of 
the home rather than a downward extension of the 
s,:ho,:il. The ,:urr i cul um ·::.h,:iul d be m.:c1.t,:hed t,:i the 
child with consideration of the child's 
developmental stage. 
Parents and schools must worK together. 
Involvement is essential if parents are to 
understand the purpose of Kindergarten education. 
Parents need to assist in achieving Kindergarten 
goals and reinforce those learnings in the home. 
Parents must be encouraged to seeK developmentally 
appropriate p~ograms for their Kindergarten 
children by informing administrators and school 
boards of their expectations of such programs. 
Teacher's judgement should be given much more 
consideration in designing programs that meet the 
be·::.t interest·::. of all the chi l dr·en. After· .3.l l, 
teachers are our best resource in the education of 
our young children. 
... 
Further Research 
The findings and observations of this study 
raise questions for further inquiry. 
Research should focus on our best Kindergarten 
teachers. Researchers need to discover what makes 
a great Kindergarten teacher and find the 
strategies they use in their classrooms that make 
them and their students successful. 
Curriculum specialists need to work with 
early childhood education experts and kindergarten 
teachers to ensure what wi 1 l be taught is 
developmentally sound for young learners. 
Additional research on the increased speech 
difficulties, brought out by this study, should be 
looked into. Strategies to improve langusge 
learning needs to be shared with parents as well 
as educators. 
Studies on other primary grades should be 
conducted to determine what effects the changing 
Kindergarten has had on them. 
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